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med (armelites, who remaine inthe 
MiſhonofP=R5s1 x, with the King 
of Perfia,in his City of Haſpahar. 
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Gathered out of the Letters,' 
which the Fathers labouring in the faid 


__ Miſſion, haue written vnto their Gene-- , . 


| rall: which Letters are Prfnted i in the 
Ftalian and French, and are now 
tranſlated into Engliſh for 


the good of the 
, Church, o 


T ach pee all Nations, Baptiz.img chew 328 
Fo name of the Father, and of the Sox, 


and of the Holy Ghoſt. Math. 28.19. 
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N my former Letters T made re- ” 
lation-to your Reuerence, not 
onely of the ſtate of this our Miſ- 
fion into Perſia, and the bordering 
Kingdomes, where þy the goodneſſe 
of Almighty God, wee haue labou- 
rers who diligently traucll' in the 
Vineyard of our Lord : but alſo I 
haue further ſignified vnto you, the 
fruit and increaſe which dayly pro- 
' ceedeth from our labours, ſomerimes 
by Preaching; Teaching and Bapti- 
zing Mahometans., whole conuerf1- 
on is molt hard : Other ſometimes 
by reducing- the poore *'deceiued 
ſoules of the oA TIentans, Neſtorians, | 
Tacobites, and other ſuch like-, vnto 
the Faith of. Chriſt, which are heere 
in greatnumber ; and haue little of 
Chriſtianity, more then the Name; a- 
monglt whom wee doe much good, © 
and gather great plenty of fruit into [| 
} 
4" 
f 


the ſtorehoulſe of our Lord, which is. 
_ the greateſt comfort wee inioy in - 
theſe Defſarts of Infidelity, 
This onely heretofore, hath beene 
a diſcomfort. ynto vs, that this our 


an. Mifſi- 


Miſſion on our behalfes, hath gone on - 
too fauourably, and hath not becne 
2 ., ns accompanied with tortures,torments, - 
TBE | - Impriſonments, and effuſion of our 

| [+ | Blood, for the Goſpell of Chriſt-which 
| | wee profeſle, and defire to plant in 


E+ _  theſepartes; as wereade of in other | ws 
Eel i|- Miſſions ; and are neceſſary for vs to D 
| ſuffer, aſwellfor theteftimony ofthe * | q 
| | Truth , as for the edification of o0- f 
\-  _ thers; and incouraging them to bee q 
conſtant in the Faith; which hitherto | - | 
Goa hath not beſtowed ypon vs, . || , 

though we often defireit at his hands, ( 

for confirmation of his Truth. - j 

True, it is, that heretofore there p 

hath not beene wantipg, nor yet at 

this prelent there is wanting, occa(i- , 

ons,and opportunities, to merit, and i 

to offer ſomething to our Lord : yet | 

generally the King hecre though a ; 
Hahometan, hath heretofore alwayes k 

| ſhewedtowards vs, fo great ſ1gnes of F 

afteCtion and loue ; that for our ſakes ; 

hehath not moleſted any Chriſtian, 1 


ynder the name and title of a Chritti- 
an : Butif at any time hee hath con- 
ſtrained ſome of the Armenians to 


deny 
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—— 


deny their Faith ; he hath done it vn- 
der colour, that they- haut otherwiſe 
diſpleaſed him, or for that they had: 
not wherewithall to pay him, that 
whichthey ought, or vnder ſome o- 
ther pretext ; votill now of late with- 
in theſe few dayes, it hath pleaſed his 
Diuine Maiclty in part, 'to heare our 
Prayers , and to comfort his Chil- 
dren, by giuing them a taſte ofthe 
{weetneſſe, which thoſe inioy, who 
ſhed their blood , and yecld their : 
liues for his loue, though it hath nor. | 
beene fully accompliſhed invs, yet | 
ſo itis that he hath giuen vs a little | 
taſte, to; (trengthen our: hopes, that 
hereafter it may be fully accompliſh- 
ed invs ; for not many dayes agoe, he 
nath blefſed this Miſhon with the 
happy Death of fiue Martyrs, and 
watered it with their Blood : fo that 
now wee hope that it will yeeld a 
moſt plentifull harueſt, to. the 'grear 
content of all our Congregation, but 
eſpecially ro your Reuerence who 
hath becne ſo great a fauourer of it, 
Amongft other Perſians which in 
theſe lalt Monthes we haue Baptized 
1-Ai4 heere 
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* Nheere at — - there were fiue 


(shat-is to ſay) Elia, (haſſadr, (his 
Corzen) Alexander, Toſeph, and He- 


| brani. Elia hath ſerued vs ſometimes 


in our houſe, and was the Husband 


of that Thereſa, of which I made men- 


tion in my former Letters, who was 
likewiſe Baptized by our Fathers; 
and after Baptilme God gaue her ſo 
2rext Zeale ; ' that Iike an Apoftolike 
Woman, ſhee preached and publiſh- 
ed the Name of Jeſus Chriſt in all pla- 
ces; and trauailing into her Countrey, 
Whichis a Prouince of the Ringdome 


of Sciras, ſubicR tothe-King of Per- 
#4, ſhe converted diuers, and .with 
tac reſt the aforelaid- (1 haſſadir, and 


in thoſe -partes enkindled in them 


ſuch a defire of Chriſtianity, as that 


the Goucrnour of that Province ſent 


divers times, and laſtly his owne pro- 


perSonne.to our Fathers in Haſpahan, 


earneſtly intreating them 'to ſend two 


Fathers|vynto' them, to the. intent to. 


teach them the Faith 6f Jeſus Chrift ; 
which at that time could not; be exc- 


mi, ef © £5 


2, 


| preparing to wage war againſt them 
in Or7%s,” (being an 1Hland of 'the 
King of Spames in the Eaſt Indies, 
ſomewhat further diſtant from the 
fixme land,then his other Kingdomes - 
are) as accordingly he ihortly after- 
ward performed. 
Theſe foreſaid five Chriſtians be- 
ing Baptized at ſeuerall times,and in- 
ſtructed for ſome weekes, in the my- 
ftcrics of the holy faith, departed to 
.make their aboade in their owne 
Houſes, But we perceiuing the Kings 
indignation to- increaſe againſt the 
' Francaus ( Francks im Perſia are cal- 
led the Chr:iF4ans that follow the cu- 
ſtome of the Latimes , to diſtinguiſh 
- them from the Greekes, Armenians, 
' andathers) thought it more ſafe, for 
them to retire themſelues to Orrs, 
thereby both - to ſecure themſelues 
from the Kings fury , and the better 
alſo to confirme them'in the holy 
* faith: Tothis effe&t Father lohn of 
Sr. Eliſeus (who hath bin long times 
.. Vicar generall of the reformed {ar= _ 
melts 1n theſe Countries) wrote vnto + - 
_ our Fathers, who reſided there} and” * +: 


"0" 


ual 


 Whereunto he was expoled ; for at 


to 2a Captaine of Ormus, that they 
would entertaine them, and prouide 
for them there, yntill the Kings in- 
dignation was oucr-paſſed. Hee ſent 
his Letters by Ela, as by one.who 
beſt knew the wayes , and the pra- 
tile of the Country,and in whom he 


pur the more confidence, for that he 


had f{erued inour houſe. Elia trauai- 
led onwards with great alacrity , al- 


though hee fore-ſaw the great perill, 


that time the Country was all in 
Armes, 'and Ormu was beſieged by 
the Perſians, But. the ardent deſire, 


+ | whichthis ſeruant of God had to en- 


dure. any thing whatſocuer for his 
 fake,made him fer light by al dangers, 
and rhence-forth chuling only for his 


Cgpenion inthe journey, his aforeſaid 


Couſin Caſſadir, he went cheerefully | 
 __ forward;vntill thatin his way,he was 


— — 


dilcouered by an E ngliſh-man,wnere- 


of ſome are reſident in Per/ſza, to traf- 
ficke with the King for Silke , which 
they finde there; : and brought to be 
accuſed before the-Char, that is to 
fay, the Duke that goucrned the ſaid 


_King- 
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Kingdome of Sciras ; inthe name of = 
_ the King of Perſta,as his VIce-roy,who 
- wasgoing to the {1ege of Ormxs,who 
preſently ſhuthim ypin priſon, and 
{carching him”, found the Letters, 
which atter he had peruſed, he cauſed 
himto be racked,and asked him what 
- he was? Elia anſwered that he was a 
Franche , whereupon 'the Chan or 
Duke commaunded' him , that hee 
| ſhould'fpeake in the language of a 
Francke , but being ignorant of the 
language, he pawſed a while,and ther 
ſaid, that he was a Chrriit;an Francke, 
(which is as much 3s to fay, inthe 
Perſian tongue , a Chriſtian Caths- 
ligae, or one that yeeldeth obedience 
to the Pope ) afterwards the Chan 
asked Caſſadrr, Coufinto Eta, what 
he was, arid whither he went,and vp- . 
on what affaires ? and finding himto 
be a Chriſtian newly Baptized, who 
- wentto accompany his Couſin, and 
thar they had no other buſineſſe, -but 
to cariethe' Letters hee found about 
them, out of the hatred hee bore to 
Chriſtians : the Chanbegunto be en- 
| - ragedlikeadogge, —_— 


Bl p ang wes 


by dxers-mm ws; that is to ſay, by 
Fea! atnings , torments , per{ſwaſions, 
__ and pt es to make theſe twonew 
_ -Dikct Soles of Ieſon Chrit, to deny the 
" holy faith; and to returne to the falſe 
 obſcruance of Mahbomet : But GOD 
\ (who neuer abandoneth thoſe which 
likes him, and put their truſt in + 
' him) favoured dom with.ſo great a- 
"boundance of his graces, that they ſet 
bghr- by: the threats, and torments, 
.and relpetedn not the promiſes of die 
Tyrant; but freely confeſſed that 
they were Chriſtians, and that GON 
bad ſhewed his fauour vnto them, to 
F draw them out of the darkneſfle of] in- 
_ *Gdelity., and- the falſe ſe& and doc- 
| trine. of Mahomet , to the end they 


- -M 4 F 


of [eſis Chrift., in which they were 
- both ; of them refolued: to live and 


RE The Rh of Ehalike darts pict- 
. * cedthy hear of the Chan, who inra- 
= ed with. new indignation , com- 


- « ON £* 1 
' Mmaundec them to be caried into the 
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xt know the true and onely faith | 


death, in ach manner, as is heep 


dayes of trauaile they weremoltin=1 
humanely handled and inigred; in 
during hunger, thirſt, andiwatching;”- 
to which the coun in{truments of. | 
the diuell, fierce in hearty nd Gnge ; 


ſhall bee declared. Ti chebe,; cigh h Be fy 
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greater, which WAsto | labour. divers 
times, to take from themhe pred 


ous traalinn of the ſacred faith; lorhe IE 


times by :threats/; other-yhiles 4 
promiſes,” now by 1 flarterics, png, 
 gaine by ſtripes ,- vnder" pretext wo. by 
| make them Runnagatesand:Apoſta br. ; 
caes. Bur theſe true ſeruants of God;  * 
tried like fine gold in thetndtt of ig. 
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many perſecutions ., \uffered:; -andir EO ROT 
dured all theſe cruckies withiogef  _-  ; 


. fpirit, and rakes Mop 
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_ thytolſuffer;; are any Of 
Gr his lou and or he hl Ta; 


tiſme. Being argued in fight of Or. | 
224, theſe fierce and cruell miniſters | 
flaycedan Ae, and lowed the Mar- 
tyr Eliain the Skinne, and afterwards 
nayled him on high to a-great peece | 
of wood + he liued in this moſt cruell 


torment ſome houres , praiſing and | | 
bleſſing God, and preaching the faith © | 
of [eſius Chrift, after the beſt manner : 


he could. . Caſſadr was alwaycs pre- 
ſent at this ſpeCtacle, whoin fiead of | 
aſtoniſhment , and looſing his cou- 
rage, for the torments that-were in- 
flicted vpon his Couſin, was the more 
animated;and remained alwayes con- e 
{tant, confeſſing Jeſs Chrift, and re- t 
icing with an holy ,diſdaine , all 2 
$ 
2 
n 
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thoſe that counſailed him to returne 

 wnto the Sect of Mahomer , which 

| was the cauſe that they tyed himto a 
Stake, and ripped vp his belly. Thus | 

thoſe two holy Martyrs finiſhed their | xy 
fraile life, to the end to poſlſeſle and 


begin another eternall, and happy; in- - 

{omuch as the miniſters of cruelty, | - 

and thoſe other Infidels that were | & 

there preſent, remained confuſed and } «+; 

aſtoruſhed, at the conſtancic ofthoſe | ,, 
TE EEC t\vO 


two Martyrs. I could not as yet yn- 
derſtand what became of the bodies 
of theſe two glorious Martyrs, bur I 
hope that God Ke dm pe and re- 
ſerue ſo great a trealure. — 
The Chan of Sciras being infor- 
med by theſe two glorious Martyrs 
Elia, and Caſſadir , what thoſe three 
'other Chriſtians were , which accor- 
ding to the Fathers Letters, wereto 
be fent to Orms, and-hauing gotice 
|  bothof their names), by which they 
| were baptized, as for the others, they 
had when they were yet Mahome- 
tans, ſignified the whole proceedings 
by his Letters to the King of Perſia, 
and ſent him thoſe Letters which the 
| holy Martyr Elia was to carie to Or- 
245. The King hauing receiued this 
newes (who at that time was three _ 
Leagues from the Citie) commanded 
the foreſaid three Chriltians to be ap= 
prehended, who were 'not as yet de * 
parted, and commanded the Daraga 
' (that is to ſay , the Gouernour of the 
Citic of  Haſþaphan) and the Cap= 
taine of the Campe , to repaire vnto 
our Couent, and ſhut ys ypt 


herein 2 


which 


w | 


a —_— 
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- which they -punctually performed, [ 
locking ; and ſealing vp the Cells of . | 
the Couent, and ſhutring all of vs to= | 
gether in one Chamber : After this, 
. they asked Father /obz», whetherhee _ | 
thought he had done well , or thatit '- 
were fitting , that hee ſhould be the 


cauſe of ſuch a matter, conhidering | 
that the King had alwayes entertai- | 1 
ned, and. honoured him ? Where. - | © 
- vnito the. Father.anſwered., that hee | 
came not into Per/ta for the honours | 1 
_ and fauours which the King had bes | 


ſtowed onhim; but far the only nope | 
lie had, not only to conuert the King, 
but his whole Kingdome to the faith | | 
i 
{ 


of Teſws Chrit, With this anſwer the 
Gouernqur and the Captaine of Tyu- 
Rice, departed, leauing the Monaſta- : 
| rie full of Souldters : God fo would 1 
_* tharone of the Fathers was yet faft- | 
ing (notwithſtanding that it was 
more. then two of the clocke after- 
noone) and thus conſumated hee the 
holy Sacrament. That nigit they for= | 
bad 'vs to performe our accuſtoined 
{pirituall exerciſes, belecuing that we 
would ſetſome Charmes, and:Sor- | * 1 
a "cerics | | 


| - ceries a worke, Yet did wee that 
| which ypon. {uch like occafion, the 
Prophet # Daniel did. Your Reye= 
rence.may conſider in what eſtate we 
were, the houſe being full of Watch- 
men, and Sergeants: that. were Infl= -» 
dels |, the gates of. the. Monaſtarie 
| locked, when as'we might not ſpeake 
to any of our friends ,.or.know whar: 
'was done ,. but were all of vs cloſed: 
| vp in a Chamber, preparing our 
| Afelues to giue- our hues for /eſus 
| Chriſt, One onely thing afflicted ys; 
| which was, that wee couldnotgiue 
ſuccours te -the  new-. Chriftzans; 
cnowing far cercalbeythas theb-litins 
red greatneceſhity of-all things;-and 
for that-wee could/not countell-,; and 
animate them. , being; doubtfull of 
their petfeuerance in the faiths... /! +; 
Ar that:tune.; wee: betooke:our 
{clues to-our prayers , belgeching our 
Lord ta giue them force , and perſe- 
uerance;, offering .vp. our prayers to 
the two holy Martyrs £/ia,and ({aſſas 
drr,tothe end they ſhould interceede, 
_ and pray for them. Wee remained 
- prifoners thus, fortliree dayesſpace, 


oe 


duting which time, each of'vs pre 
red honſelfe to dye, and. w__ a ol 
nerall confeflion after the belt man- 
ner we could. The firſt day we read * 
the life of SF. Ignatius the Mattyr,the t 
ſecond of S*. Lawrence, and the third | 
that of S*.' Katherine. I cannot ex- | 
preſſe vnto you the conſolation, and | 
r 
j 
\ 


inward ioy that we felt , nor the fer- | 
- tour, or ſenſible apprehention and | 
_ zeale of the Fathers: euery houre was {| 
vnto ys a thouſand, whilſt we expe= | 


Red to give. vp our liues for eſe | 
Chrifts ſake;andno leſſeable am 1 to | 
| exprefſe ynto'you , the deſire which | | 
-- we had; thatourdeaths might be ac > | | 
> companied' wikh many torments,ne1- | | 
_ thertheferuent as whichwwe 'didro | _ 
that effeR:We taſted(deare Father)of | 
the force,anid efficacie of Gods grace; 
and the fideliry which God-victh to-. 
wards thoſe who expoſe themſelues 
eo dangers , by the meanes of holy | 
obedience ;' in ſuch fort , that mee - 
thought I ſaw ,that which inſuch like | 
| occafions God oper ated in the Primi- - | 
tine Church, 75g | 
The ſecond day of our impriſon- 
Yb ES. 


| ment, the King fentthele Letters ts 
4 Father [ohn: (by a Secretaric, tothe. 
Gouernour of the Citie) which hee 
| hadwrittenby the holy Martyr Ela: 
| to Father Baltaſer, andthe Captaine- 
| of Ormu, With the interpretation of 
| the ſame, 'but vnfaithfully and-cor- 
| ruptly tranſlated by the direction of 
| - the Chanof Sciras, commanding him 
| tocertifichim, whether theſe Letters 
| were his, and whether they wete 
well interpreted, and thathee ſhould 
interpret them himſelfe;,and call to bis 
remembrance what honours and fa- 
vours he had done him, and whether 
this was the acknowledgement which 
he ought him, and the reward of the 
| bread and falt they chad eaten toge- 
ther ; intending hereby, how often 
timesthe'Kitig had invited our Fa-. 
thers to'cate with him,” perticularly 


-vyponthe occaſions of the' arriuall of 
great Ambaſſadours , and at Feafts, 
at which time;, the King'is accuſto- 
med'to' make great banquets, to 
which hee alwayes inuited Father 

Þ6hn,withſome other Fathers,honou- 

| © - ZFingthemyery much"vpon ſuch like 

| CR. + OCCa= 
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occaſions placing themalwayes neere | 
himſelfe , feaſting them at his owne | 
diſh,and doing ſuch likethings: (This 
is a phraſe among(t the Perſians 'to | 
ſay , they-invite them to cate bread | 
and ſalt , when they inuite to a ban- 
quet.) Father John read the interpre- | 
ration of his owne Letters, which the - | ©! 
King had ſent him , and finding them | © 
full of lyes, and-falſhoods thee inter- | ( 
preted them-,-and ſignified to the | YV 
Meſſenger, which was ſentynto him | * 5 
by the King, that hee acknowledged 
the graces, and honours which he had 
alwayes  recciued at his: Maieſties 
hands , that thofe were his Letters : 
and that it was true,that he had bap. | 
 Lizedthoſe fiue. And being deman- | 
ded why he Baptized them? the Fa- 
ther anſwered : why, doth-the King | 
-Inforce Chriſtians to torlake their | 
"faith, and become Mahomertans ?.as | 
his Maieſhe:endeauoureth for ſaho- 
wet, lo will I doe my vttermoſi for 
Jeſpu Chriſt, in whole place Iamhere 
 {et: and for this a who ſo cuer 
' . they be, that deſire to become Chri- 
\ Ritans, thoſe will I freely _— 4 
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' ing onely ſent into theſe” Countries, - 
with theſe my Companions , to thar * 


intent. The Miniſters cuered the": 
anſwere, which the Father ſent to the 
King Wh" Was highly coritented, 

both with the interpretation whicy: 
the Father had made of hisowne Let-" 
ters, which he had ſent ynto Orm, 
(being much different from thoſe. 
which were ſent him by the Chaz of ' 


: Sciras, tranſlated wholy iuto a con- 


trary ſence;and as it may. be thought, 
by ſome enemies of our holy faith) as . 
alſo with his conſtancie', and for that 
cauſe, the King faid the Father had 
reaſon. 

Full rwo hundred ulaz (which 
are the Doctors of ©Mahomets law) 
were preſent with the King, whenthe 
Fathers anſwere was brought vnto 


' him, who-making ſome tumule, and 


noyſe; and almoſt mad with anger, 
were aſſembled there, to the end to 
complaine ynto his Maieſftie, for that | 
the law of Mahomet grew out of re- 
queſt, and for that we had ſent more __ 
then fiuethouſand baptized Perſians 
into Chriltendome,i inciting him to re- 
B 3 medy 


&e | 


medy the ſame, and provoking his 
difpleaſure againſt vs. The King be- 
ing much diſpleaſed , turning him- 
ſelfe towards them ( after hee had 
heard the Fathers anſwere) reuiled, 
- ndtaunted them with bitter ſpee- 
ches,telling them, that the Father had 
reaſon ; but that they were villaines, 
andold crafty Foxes , commaunding 
them out of his preſence : ſaying , for 
ſixteene yeeres ſpace, Thaue frequen- 


ted the Fathers company, yet hath he 


neuer told me any vntruth , neither. 


haue I found any ill beſeeming beha- 
uiour amongſt the Fathers, and I hold 
them for honeſt men. Hereupon the 
AAulaz, departed, confuſed :- At this 
time the King expreſſed the affetion 
which hee bare to Father Joh», which 


eruly is very great, whereupon wee 


ſuppoſe, that the ſeuerity which at 


this preſent he ſheweth, and hercto- 


fore vied: towards the Chriſtians his 
SubieQs , as to the e Armenians and 
others, euill-intreating them, and per- 
mitting ſometimes, that their children 
ſhould be made ſlaues, and forcing 


| ſfomeofthemto deny their faith,is to 


NO 


| nootherend, buttogiue ſome ſatif. 

| fationtothe_ Mnmax, andthe peo- 

| ple; inthatheefeareth ſome rcuolt, 

| hauingperticulatly diſcouered divers 

times conſpiracies againſt himſelfe, 

whereby he ftoode indanger both of 

| his life, and Kingdome, wherein one 

| . ofhis ſonnes was intended to be pla« 

| ced, which hath beene the cauſe that 

| he hath put twoof his ſons to death, 

! andas it is preſumed, hath cauſedthe 

| thirdin like forttobeſlaine;tothe in- 

] - tenttoleauc one of his eldeſt ſonnes 
children,to {ucceedehim inthe King- 
dome,, who as yet isalittle Jufant, 
and incapable of the Empire. 

True itis alſo, that the King natu= 
rally is both angry and chollericke, 
both by reaſon of the conſpiracies 
which haue beene allo addreſſed a 
gainſt him, as for the death which he 
hath inflited on his owne naturall 

children , ſo that this paſhon hath 
gotten ſogreat power oucrhim, that 
ſometimes he ſeemeth to be out of his 
wits, and at that time acteth beaſtly 
reſolutions. All theſe rhinges being 
thus paſt betwixt the King, and the 
| Bq' Father, 


Father, the King commaunded thoſe 
three priſoners to be brought before 


| him, that were impriſoned in the Ci- 


tie of Flafþahan, by reaſon of the in- 


_ telligence the Chanof Sciras had gi- 


ucn him , together with theſe fixe 0. 
ther, whedeſired to bee Chriſtians, 
and were ready toreceiue ſacred bap. 


| tiſme , being for this cauſe alſo com- 


mitted to priſon. The King himſelfe 


asked them whether they were Chri- 
 Rians or no? to whom theſe Catechu- 
en; anſwered together, with two of 
the three other Chriſtians, (that is to | 

: fay loſeph, and Hebrain) that they 


werenone; Alexander onely anſwe- 


xed with great courage, that he was a 


Chriſtian. The King commaunded 


him to forſake his faith, and to returne 


to HMahometiſme : Whereupon Alex- 


ander, with greater foruour,and free- 


neſſe of ſpirit, ſaid, that he would ne- | 


uer commit ſuch a finne , as to ſepe- 


rate himſelfe from the true faith of 


| Jeſus Chriit, for the falſe DoQtrine of 


AMahemet.and that he hoped through 
the mercy of God, to liue and die a 
Chriſtian, The Kingq being ſtrangely 


_ moued 
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moued by this free and confident ans | 
fyere ( as one who was viaccuſto.. 
med to heare replyes, and contradi- 
ions to his commaundements) ſen- 
tenced him to bee preſently Roned ta 

| Death, and afterwards burned to 
Aſhes, The miniſters ſodainly exe- 
cuted the Kings commaund,and hap- 
py Alexander publiquely confeſſing 
leſus Chriſt , gaue him thankes, for 
that hee thought him worthy to. 
looſe his life for his ſake. We cinot as 

| yet, learne the other particularities of 

| thisgloriousſeruant of God, becauſe 

| theExecution was fodaine,and with- 

| outtheCitty: wee onely know that 

| the Reliques arcinthe handes of the 

' Chriſtians, and are kept by them ' 
with honour and reuerence. 

The other eight (that is to ſay) the 
two Chriſtians and the ſixe'Catechne 
mens, who had beene brought before 
the King, with the holy Matrtyr'eA- 
lexander, were by his Maicſties com 
maundment led vnto Father /ohz, to 
know which were the two that were 

| Baptized, for all of them had denyed 
themſclucs tobe Chriſtians, We thus - 
locked © 


va 
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locked vp as wee have ſignified ynta | | 
you, the next day following aboutan , | 
houre within Night, whileſt we were | | 
occupied in mentall Prayer which we | 
| vie tomake for one houre in the E=» * 
uenihg and another in the Morning ; 
behold the Eight inchayned Prifs- 
ners, together with the miniſters of | 
Crucky, came vnto vs,commaunding | \ 
the Father to certtfie them, which of ' 
thoſe were the two Chriſtians. . The 
Father animated and exhorted them, 
to confeſle the true and holy Faith, + 
whichhe had taught them, and that | 
God had engraued in them by holy | 
Baptiſme, and which: they, with ſo | 
much gladnes, had at that time teſ\ti- 
fied ;and alſo ſhewed vnto them, that | 
| wasnot lawfull for Chriſtians to 
deny the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, at ſuch 
time as they are conſtrained' to. 
confeſle -the ſame, and afterwards 
| hee tolde theſe whom the King 
had fent, that Joſeph and Hebran 
were the two , which he had Bap- | 
tized ( for the Father knew that the 
King was well informed of all) one of 
thee two relented a little , rg 
i - 
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the Father had diſcouered him, vtte- 
ring forth certaine wordes, whereby 
| hee difcouered his apprehenſion of 
| the danger, the other ſpake. not one. 
/ word. Heere we haue an occaſion, 
wonderfully to admire- the meanes 
which his Diuine Maieſty vied at 
this time, to aſſiſt thoſe two ſoules, 
\ and to crowne them with the crowne 
of holy Martyrdome, , prouoking &- 
uen the very miniſters of Cruelty, 
who led them to Martyrdome, to a- 
| "nimatethem vnto Deaxh for the loue 
| . of leſus Chriſt; for orie of them ſaid, 
| — be not aftaid of Death, becauſe it is 
our moſt aſſured heritage : Thou art 
| . a Chriſtian, dye then in the Faith of 
| M4eſus Chriſt ; Another ſaid this life 
| _ paſſethina moment, you ſhall goe 
and live with Teſs Chriſt > The laſt 
| _. faid, /eſus Chriſt is aliue , and isnot 
1 dead as ©Mahomet is ; continue con- 
ſtant, and you ſhall aſcend to the 
fourth Heauen of Jeſus Chriſt. 
| The next day carely inthe mor- 
j ning,they brought ys backe the Eight 
| that were chaynedtogether,and with 
thein a Portngall called Sebaſtian 
. 
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Dux, taken Priſoner by the Kings 
Souldiers in his Warres, and for that 
cauſe detained in Prifon.in HaSpahanz 
this did God ordaine for his greater - 
Glory, and the ayde of. thefe new 
Chriftians : Father Ib, ifſued out 
of the Gate, with Bread to diſtribute | 
amonelt them, and to refreſh them a. 
little, but the Catechnmens would 
takchone,yet did Joſeph and Hebrain 
receiue the ſame , and gaue thereof 
likewiſe to Sebaſtian Daz, entertai- 
ning Father Job» with a ioyfull coun- 
tenance,and great contentment, who 
called all the other Fathers and Reli- 
gious, for the common conſolation of 
all,and after he had exhorted. the two 
Chriſtians to perſeuerance,and with- 
out feare to confefle their God and 
Sa#iour, who gaue himlſelfe for our 
Redemption, and to efteeme it to bee 
2 preat grace and bleſſing to be m_ 
ted his Afartyrs, and to remember 
themſclues of the vertue,courage,and 
conſtancy, oftheir three companions, 
Ela, ( afſadrr, and Alexander, who 
like glorious Saints, enjoy and for e- 
ucr ſhall cnioy Ecernall glory : whoſe 
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ivterceſſion he protniſed thema,as alſs 
' our prayers; but-aboue all the ayde 
| andaſſiltance of eſs Chriſt in theirs 
| paſſon,and that their torments would 
| lſeeme {weet,and pleaſant ynto them:: 
After this each one. with teares in-our: 
cyes, imbraced each other, enyying 
their: happines, and. reputing ; our: 
{clues not worthy of fo great afauour, 
wertooke our leaue of them,and they 
departed comforted, ioyfull, and in- 
| ueftcd with anewSpirit; but we re= 
| mained {ad and afflicted, for' that we 
| were depriued of the Crowne of” 
Martyrdome, which wee ſo much 
defired : wee fetled our (clues ta 
prayers, to aſhſt them the beſt that 
wee could, conſidering that it was 
not permittedto vs,to docotherwile, 
neither to accompany thenft. as. wee 
defired,and as we cudeauored to doe. 
Bur' Sebaſtian Dux, i ufficiently; ſup- 
plyed our places; heattning,comfor- 
ting,and inciting them alwayes tobe= 
hauethemſclues like the true ſouldis, 
ersof Jeſus Chriſt. 1 0 | 
.- They two with.the other ſeauen, 
which were in chaynes, thatis to ſay, 
£rwk | | Schas 
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| Scbaltian Daz, with the fixe Cate- 


hath abjuied Ehciftian R 


chemens in religion, wereled through 
the Citty of Haijahan, and turned 
three times about the ſame, and were 
then conveyed to the Kings preſence, 
meane while Sebaſtian D#z with the 


| two new. Chriſtians, confeſſed al- 


wayes (both paſſing thorough the 
City, and mn the way, with a loude 
voyce,and in the Kings preſente) the 


d 


Name of leſus Chriſt. The King ſee- | 
ing this, commaunded that Joſeph 
and ' Hebrain, fhould bee Roned- to 


Death, and their Bodyes to be bur- 
ned, and that Sebaſtian Duz, with 
the fix e Catechumens, ſhould be led 
backe to Prifon': and to this purpoſe 
it was Proclaimed throughout the 


Citty. of Haſpahan , that thoſe that 


loued: Mabomer ſhould repaire to 


the Execution place, with Stones to 


chaſtice thoſe, who had denyed: the 
Faith-of | Mahomert. Being arriued 


at the place where this Execution of 


theſe two happy Chriſtians, was to 


bee performed, The Gouernour of 


the Citry who is an eApoſtata, and 
cligion , 


alighted 


% 


a. et 


| alighted fromhis Horſe, &aking the 


Maulaz, with hjm to afliit him, cafor- 
ced himlelfe to perſwade theſe two 
Martyrs, to make profeſſion of the 
| Lawof Mahomet, attempting them, 
| with their ordinary, carnall,and tem- 
porall reaſons, promiſing them not 
© anely their lives, and the Kings par- 
| | don, but alſo great Rewards, con{i- 
dering that not onely the matter con- 
cerned and hazarded their reputati- 
on, but alſo the credit of their Pro- 
phet Mahomet ; Joſeph anſwered 
| with great courage, { ying That al- 
_ though he were thefirft that denyed 
himſelfe to bee a Chriſtian, at ſuch 
rime as the | King queſtioned” hing 
thereupon , yet now in no {ort; hee 
- would commit- ſuch an etrour; for 
that the offence he had committed 
was too great already, when-in the 
Kings prefence hee had denyed him- 
ſelfeto bee a Chrittian, hoping that 
our Lord Jeſus ( briſt, who had ſhew- 
ed him ſo much fauour, asto call him 
to become a Chriſtian, would now 
giue him grace and force to ſuffer 
Death for his loue - ; — 


| they that were about him, and partiz | 

culatly the Imlaz tooke vp tones 

to ſtone him, which, whileſt they per- 

1 formed, the Saint having his Head als y 

ready. broken and in-peeces, 'cryed = 

out with a loude voyce ::Bleſſed bee 

the holy Name of Jeſus, his Faith is | 

holy and true ; and that of aho- 
wets is falle, and no man can be ſaued 
thereby_; But Brethren God pardon 
\, Jou,andgiue you his holy light : tel- 
ling them further, that hee felt no 

paine, | Hebrain, that was the latt 

to dye for Jeſus (brift;, was-temprted | 

and likewiſc affaulted-anew, to deny 

the holy Faitti, and to: profeſſe and 

T” 07 26K of Mahorwet,, whereunta 

ee anſwergd;; that he would not.doe 

it, and that hee was a ttue,Diſ{ciple of 

| Jeſus Chriſt, the tfue God, and true 

" Man, wiſhing them, that they ſhould 
not looſe any more time to perſwade 
him to ſuch lyes,and that they ſhould 
notdelay any longer, to beftow 'that 
Crowne on him, which his compani- 

ons enioyed in Paradice,: and that he | 

was diſpoſed to ſhed his Blood for | 

him, and for his Loue, who with ſo | * 

| | * great 


7 Pr 


et 


"IR, 
preat exceſſe of loue, had fps his 
Corporall Ufe for theryand Him, ro 
the end to giue them an Eternall life: 
And whilelt they bound and faſtned_ 
him tothe (take, he ſaid to the Mini 
{ters of his Exccution, that hee pars 
doned them, and defired' that Goal 
would not 'demaund accompt of his 
Blood at their hands: It is impoſli- 
ble to exprefle with what rage theſe 
Miniſters of the Deuill {toned this 
holy Martyr, our of the diſpice they 
had, for that they could not peruert 
him, wheteupon they remained 
_ wholly confuſed and derided by all 
men. Hating ſtoned theſe two 
Saints,they burned their Bodyes, and 
fet a watch ouer the reliques - ati4 
aihes of the Saints; -yer- notwith- 
{tanding the Chtiftians gathered 
themallvp, fo that nothing was' left 
ynpreferued; $32 263003 JO 
The Kings Miniſters repented 
themtelues for that they kad: Execu- 
ted the Matryrs , becauſe they dil 
not beleeue, thar fo great a'conflaney 
could bee m the Saints; conſidering 
the rormems which they ſufferec 
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andthe rather ; betauſe they ſaw (e 


great2 murmure amongſt the people, 


who flocked-rogether in great multi- 
eudes, to {ce the ſpectacle they had 
neuer ſcene , and they openly ſaid, 
that the faith of the Chriſtians was 
more ftrong, and better then theirs : 
Whilſt this Martyrdome was a do- 


_ ing , wee that were Jocked vp, and 


guarded by our ordinary Watch 
men, praycd Ged that his holy name 


might be ſantified in thefe his Saints. 


Not long after this the King departed 
and went to Kanda, where his Army 
attended hini; but before his depar- 
ture, hee cauſcd the Catechnmers in 
Chriſtian Religion, to be ſet at liber.. 


, and ordained, that not onely 


they ſhould- haue their free liberty, 


burtthat they ſhould be honoured,and 
and left free as they were before, to 


doetheir offices in our Church. Sig- 


- 


ying hereby. , that what hee had 


| done, hee had done againſt his will. 


But as we remained im the Miniſters 


| Hands, and the King was farre diſtant 
' from vs,they left vs one of the guard | 


mche Cent , ſaying, that the King 
, aA 


TT a ANG ETIRNET SL "ORE TREES ; 


had ſocommaunded them ; but this : 
was not, 2” puard but a ' amonde: 
ow is to) fay'a guard: of gueſts or; 

rangers) and for this cauſe. the Chri-; 
ftians frequented not our Church, as? 
they were' accuſtomed.»Bitt-G-OrD; 


draweth the beſtfrorm all things, for. - 


by this perſecution , wee haue gotrets 
the loue of diuers Perſrazs,and arein; 


that kept vs , teſtifie! our\pouctty: it 
all-places,and that we are good Chri= 
ſtians, which wee couldnotthaue ob-; 


tained in our profperity.! The ſenſible-. 


apprehenſion” that:allthe Citic ſhew< 
eth, giucs/ vs great occafionto praiſe 


God, becauſe all of them thoughe;; 


that wee ſhould haue | beeno putto 


death , by divers torments.- For go- 


ing once along the Citiey;and makings 


ſome Intle walke, preſently. after the 
death of theſe Martyrs , they:all.bee. 
held vs , with: joy and contentment, 
and great reuerence, bleſſing G O-Ds 
Althoughas' yet, wee are. ynderthe 
aforeſaid guard, and inamanner ima 
priſoned-, 'yet dae we ſay/our offices: 
uthe-Church , and we ring our bells 

| G2. (which 


good reputation with them,ant thoſe? | 


yo 


- 

+ 
FL 

- # 

4 
pt 
- 
FB 
Fi... 
BY 

A 
oy 


» Hat ated. SO oa cr I. ern ht Sh - 


uo 9D le: ec an On... 


Rees Ca ad 


Ie F. 


9 9rd 


We OO RT ll nm 3 rs 


(vehich are very good) 88 we did he- 
fore , and as you doe in Ewxope , and 
notwithftanding our need of money, 
wherewith we are preſſed,yet within 
theſe few. dayes, wee haue bought a | 
yery good/Bell , for feare leaſt the o- | 
cher {hould bee broken, hoping in }! 
Godthat we ſhall one day fee them, 
in the beft 1dolatrous Church in this | 
Citie(that, is toſay)in the Synagogue 
of: the Adahometans. Wee remaine 
very much comforted ,and the rather 
becauſe weealready ſee the efficacie 
of the interceſſion , which thoſe five 
Martyrs makefor this Mifſhon , cn- 
toying the fruit of their bloud, wher- _ 
with it is watered , hoping to haue 
greater one day, and to ſee through- 
out this whole Kingdome , the holy 
Croflſe triumphantly exceed , which 
God graunt for his great and infinite 
mercy lake. . 

, The Parents of the Martyrs are ve- 
by well affeted towards vs, diuers of 

e moſt Learned and Principals of 

 Haſpahay, ſend vs ſalutations, excu- 
ſing themlſelues, that for the preſcnt 
they cannot come to ſalute ys in per- 

| "I | ſon, 
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ſont, becauſe as yet thoſe thinges that 
are palt; are new, and freſh in'mema- 
ry : And _— we arethus cloſed 
vp, I will nor ſay. Impriſoned, 'yet 
| ſomehauec nortfailed to come ynto'ys 
(although with great danger) impor- 
cunivg vs to Baptizc them. The For- 
tythree Terruorics of the. Armenian 
Chriftians, who .are vnder'the Kings 
Obedience (as at other times I haue 
certified your Reuerence by'my Let- 
ters) had playde the Apoſtataes, in 
another Perſecution, and were for 
the molt part become © Mahomet arr, 
(alchough as I beleeuc it was not in 
| heart) by theexample of theſe 'fiue 
| Martyrs, they haue all of them decla- 
| - red thernſelues to bee Chriſtians, and 
| proteſt they are ready to dye for 
| CxrunisrTsfakeand his Loue. The 
King hath taken no notice hereof, but 
hath commaunded , that euery one 
ſhould liue according to that .Faith 
wherein hee was borne, and to the a 
foreſaid Forty Territories, he hath 
made reſtitution of their Chriſtian 
Bookes, which the Perſians had ta- 
ken from them, when they abjured. 


S423” Theſe 


Theſe are the fruites of the Dearh, \ 


and interceſſion of theſe Fiue glori- 
ous Martyrs. There are fomc,that for 
the preſent labour to. put this Infor- 

- mation unto an authenticall forme by 
apublique Notary, with- many wit- 
nelſes, which were preſent at this fa-' 
MOus Martyrdome, amongſt which. 
there ſhall bee the Minifters: of the 
King : ' which once obtained, I will 
icnd jt-.to, your Reuerence, wich alt 
the ochex| particularities that may be: 
Knowne, to, the end, you: may make 
vic of thetnat Rowse. «7; , pv oatt 

_ Iwillcertifie your Reuerence no. 
further as touching the workmen 11 
this Miſſion, leaſt I ſhould grow too! 
tedious , has this, that they liue 'in- 
great obſcruance, and with ſuch per-. 
{eaon, as if this thous were a Nout- 
ſhip,and they Nonuices., They hum- 

bly require rhe Prayers of: our Con- 

- gregation, and eſpegially.and particy-; 
larly thoſe of y.our: Reuerence, and 
your holy BenediRtion,in which wee 
| have much confidence,” Beſecching 
you'to ſuccour this Miſhon, and to 


ſend labourers , for the Haruefſt 's 


great, . 
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preat, and your Reuerence may be- 
ceue me, that ſometimes my hearc 
burſteth (if I may fo ſpeake it) with 

. compaſſion ſecing them till cryin 

: out for the Bread of the ſacred Gol- 
| pell, and that wee cannot affift them 
all,as we earneſtly defire ; The zealc 
of your Reucrence permitteth me not 

| toſpeake any further, knowing what 
defire you haue to afiſt this Mifſion, 
with the hazard of your blood. Our 
Lord reward you, and prelerue ys, 
as wee pray to that effect. 


Frem Haſpahan the Elenenth 
of Aprill, 1 622. 
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